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SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED 
Not Releasable To Foreign Nationals 


From: Commander in Chief Pacific 
To: Distribution List 


Subj; CINCPACG Command History 1966 (Volume I) promulgation 
of (U) 


1, The CINCPAC Command History 1966 (Volume I) is promulgated 
in reaponse to the direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. (SM 408-59, 


17 April 1959) 


2. This document contains information affecting the security of the 
United States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws, Title 18, U.S. 
Code Sections 793 and 794, Transmission or revelation of its contents 
in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law. The 
material contained within this document is to be treated with the utmost 
discretion. Under no circumstances shall possession thereof be trans- 
ferred, or the information contained therein be imparted, to personnel 
other than those whose duties. specifically require knowledge thereof. 
Information provided any individual will be the minimum required in the 


performance of his duties. 


aie The security classification indicated for each page of this document 
is according to the highest classification of any paragraph thereon. 


4, This document will be transported, stowed, safeguarded and 
accounted for in accordance with the instruction contained in the effec ~- 
tive edition of the security regulations for handling classified matter of 
the military service of the holder. Reproduction of Top Secret portions 
of the CINCPAC Command History 1966 (Volume JI) is prohibited except 
with the permission of the Commander in Chief Pacific or higher 


authority. 


5. Thie letter of promulgation is unclassified. 
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OPERATIONS OF US FORCES 


INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION 

) CINCPAC elements participated in various intelligence 
collection efforts throughout PACOM. In some programs CINCPAC 
contributed some of his assets to work jointly with forces of other. 
commanders, such as CINCSAC, but in most cases CINCPAC sponsored 


and directed the entire program. 


CLICKBEETLE (C) ‘ 

(7) CLICKBEETLE was the name assigned to a CINCPAC- 
directed ‘operations off 
the coasts of the USSR and North Korea. Begun in,1965,-it continued 
throughout. 1966 with six patrol operations by USS BANNER (AKL-25). : 
These technical research operations often provided valuable information, 
particularly on enemy: anti-submarine warfare. activities and techniques. 
On some occasions BANNER was subjected to Soviet or Chinese ship 
harassment. On 24 June, as a result of such harassment by the Soviet 
AGI ANEMOMETR, the ships collided. BANNER was unharmed, the 
Soviet ship was slightly damaged. CINCPAC recommended that the State 
Department lodge a strong formal protest with the USSR for this undue 
interference with a US Navy ship on the high seas. 5 

i) During a patrol in mid-November, BANNER was surrounded by 
approximately 800 Chinese communist motor and sail fishing vessels. 3 
As BANNER withdrew somewhat, it was followed by 6 and later 10 metal- 
hull trawlers who stayed generally 300 to 500 yards away, but who 
approached as close as 75 yards. BANNER withdrew about 10 miles 
under this threat and, at CINCPAC's direction (through Navy channels} 
continued its patrol from the new position, with instructions to withdraw 
still farther if the harassment continued. = The Chinese boats departed in 
a few days and there was no further incident. 


1. CINCPAC Command History, 1965, p40; 33 History, Feb-Aug and 
Oct 66 

2. CINCPAC 242320Z Jun 66 

3. CINCPAC Command Center Briefing Notes, 15 Nov 66 

4. CINCPAC 150405Z Nov 66 
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(8) Particularly in connection with CLICKBEETLE operations, 
the CINCPAC staff continued to study the problems of an illegal Soviet 


- claim to all waters of the Peter the Great Bay (Zaliv Petra Velikogo). 


The USSR claimed that this large and important bay (Validivostok was 
on its shores) was "historic" and that all waters inside a straight line 
from the mouth of the Tumen River to Mys (Cape) Povorotnyy were 
internal Soviet waters. The USSR also claimed that a 12-mile Soviet 
territorial sea covered the area just south of that straight line and was 
therefore Soviet water also. The United States had officially protested 
these claims to the USSR. 

(SJ) JCS policy required CLICKBEETLE collectors to approach 
no closer than at least 13 nautical miles from Soviet claimed territory, 


and also to observe the 12-mile Soviet territorial sea restriction. 


) CINCPAC then concluded that repeated approaches up to but not 


beyond that line might be counter-productive to the US cause, as they 


could lend credence to Soviet claims. Accordingly, the JCS were requested 
to approve terms of reference for CLICKBEETLE collectors that provided 


that they would operate in a random manner about 25 miles south of the 
line connecting the river and the cape in order to preclude Soviet 
interpretations of US movements as de facto recognition of the claim. 
Periodic excursions toward the line would be permitted when lucrative 


targets of opportunity presented themselves. : The JCS approved those 
terms of reference. 2 


-“——"e ee ww ene em Oe wm ew we we wwe eK eB eB eB eB BOW EE wee wee ewe Ee eee eee ee 
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) Other special mmmllfoperations were conducted in PACOM. 
Special technical research operations were performed by USS OXFORD 


(AGTR-1) and USS JAMESTOWN (AGTR-3) off the China Mainland and 
off the coasts of South Vietnam and Cambodia. Occasionally CINCPAC 


directed other a es a special assignment, on 


an "as available" basis. ~ 


ELUSIVE ELK 
(A) ELUSIVE ELK was the peas of the program for surveiisnde 


by US aircraft or ships in PACOM 
ee Observations were made periodically 


throughout 1966, CINGBAG directed the activity of two especially 
configured destroyer escorts, USS: CHARLES. E,. BERRY (DE~1035): 
and USS MCMORRISS (DE-1 036), which usually spelled one another on 


these assignments. 





(7) In 1 June, CINCPAC va eens emergency communications 
procedures. t between SAC aircraft’ on ELUSIVE ELK assignment and the 
destroyer escort on station to satisfy reporting requirements. 

) On 19 September 1965, CINCPACFLT had reaffirmed his 


need for four appropriately. configured destroyer escorts to- meet’; 





requirements. for simultaneous. covera ge 
This requirement was met by transferring two destroyer escorts. of the ne, 
same class from CINCLANTFLT resources in May 1966. , 
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1. CINCPAC 100540Z Jun 66 
2. CINCPACFLT 190537Z Sep 65 
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